FIELD TRIP

TICK CANYON HOWLITE

WHEN YOU FIND THAT THE HOWLITFE’S
STILL THERE, YOU’LL WANT TO DYE

by W.R.C. SHEDENHELM

Accurate information on the conditions
at the old borate mine in Tick Canyon,
north of Los Angeles, is difficult to pin
down. In his California Gem Trails, pub-

lished 27 years ago, Darold Henry pre-.

dicted that the Tick Canyon howlite would
last “another dccade.” For ROCK &
GEM’s Volume | Number 2, dated May-
June 1971, 14 years after Henry’s predic-
tion, Advertising Manager Lee Martin,
now retired, made a field trip there and
still found howlite. As the yet-to-be Edi-
tor, I visited the site a few years later, and
found plenty of howlite.

During the decade since my last visit 1
had heard many rumors about Tick Can-
yon: It’s all housing projects; they’ve bull-
dozed over the tailing heaps; there simply
is no more howlite, and similar discour-
agements, Well, sir, they are simply not
true! A few weeks ago we were driving
down what we have always called “Mint
Canyon Road,” but is now officially “Sierra
Highway,” north of Solemint Junction (so
named as the junction of Soledad Canyon

Road and Mint Canyon Road), when we
recognized a grouping of large, corrugated
iron buildings on a sideroad corner. The
howlite turnoff, hey, hey! Sure cnough.
Memories intensified: 1t must be Daven-
port Road, and it was. When Henry wrote
of it almost 30 years ago this was an
unnamed dirt road which ended at a pun-
gent goat ranch. While there are no hous-
ing projects along Davenport Road yet,
the ten years since 1 was last there has
added quite a few separate “ranch houscs”
to what used to be empty hillsides.

Davenport Road is paved past the how-
lite location in both directions, from Mint
Canyon Road to Agua Dulce Road, so
any automobile can rcach it. From the
Mint Canyon-Sicrra Highway side you
will first sce the black tailings on the right
or down canyon side of the asphalt road,
then the whiter tailings a short ways up the
canyon on your left. There is a large bul-
Idozed parking arca on the left, and an
obvious usage trail overlooking the minor
creek below in Tick Canyon.

A hundred yards north on the trail and
you arc on the flat top of the nearest tail-
ings, with many large nodules of howlite

scattered over the surface. The standard
description is that they look “like” dirty
caulflower, and the more-typical exam-
ples certainly do. The only problem would
seem to be that of selecting chunks of how-
lite that best suit one’s particular needs. It
can be a flawless milk-white, and it can
have a spiderweb of brownish to black
veining. Now, if you are collecting the
howlite to dyc it, usually as imitation tur-
quoisc or lapis lazuli, the veining will make
the finished product more “realistic.”
The howlite itself is not terribly attrac-
tive as a mincral. It is a calcium boron
silicate, thrown out when the mine was for
colemanite and other borates which were
casier to process. It has a hardness of
about 3.5, which is not very hard for a
gemstone mineral, but the structure is that
Continued on page 50

Below, looking up Tick Canyon from
across Davenport Road, with the VW van
parked in some dark tailings, and the
lighter-colored howlite tailing a short
distance off. At right, concrete foundations
are all that remain of the borax mine’s
buildings. Standard dilution of rock dyes
from Grieger gave howlite intense colors,
clockwise from the undyed slab: lapis
lazuli, turquoise, amethyst, carnelian.
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GEM TRADE SHOWS

WHOLESALF ONLY P REGISTRATION REQUIRED
eaturing
Wholesalers, Manufacturers. Distributors, Importers

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI
The Inn at Executive Park
Friday, March 2
Saturday, March 3
Sunday, March 4

PEORIA, ILLINOIS
Holiday Inn/Brandywine
Tuesday, March 6
Wednesday, March 7

MANSFIELD, OHIO
Youth Building/Fairgrounds
Saturday, March 10 10AM.~7P.M.
Sunday, March 11 10AM.-4P.M.

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA
Holiday Inn/Allegheny Valley
Wednesday, March 14, R M.
Thursday, March 15 10AM.-4PM,
WASHINGTON, D.C.
The Springfield Hilton
Sunday, March 18
Monday, March 19,

l Detroit, Michigan

April 13-14-15
Minneapolis, Minnesota

April 2830

To receive a Trade Show Program and Registration form,
send complele information along with tax number to.
GEM & LAPIDARY WHOLESALERS, INC.
P. O. BOX 98 FLORA, MS 39071
Telephone (601) 879-8832

ROCK- AND MINERAL SPECIMENS

Special Offer—100 different Rocks & Minerals from around
the world. 1" or larger. Labeled with name and location. Old
price $15.00 NOW $12.00 per 100, post-paid. Excellent for
schools, beginners, clubs and collectors. Send cash or

check te HAL'S ROCK SHOP

4694 Spencer Circle
Geneva, Ohio 44041, Post-paid
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

GOLD MINERS
SECRETS

On refining Gold & Sliver
Book $5.00 handling 50¢

LIIYN
GOLD BUG! 1156 Emerson Avenus
Salt Lake City, UT 84105

BUYING GOLD
We pay 97% of market for gold scrap, jewelry! Also buy
silver, sterling, platinum, and Gold fill. Any form,
amount, condition! 24 hour payment return mail. Ship
insured/registered mail to:

AMERICAN METALS CO.
253 King St., Charleston, SC 29401
Phone (803) 722-2073

MANUFACTURERS & DISTRIBUTORS

__GOLD-FILLED FILLED

CHAINS & EARRINGS
————0-0-0—-0-0———
TOLL  1.800-528-2374 or (602) 945-0769
0—0—0—0
A.R.C. TRADERS INC. BOX 3429 SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 85257-0220
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This is the top of the ta:hngs heap nearest to the paved road, and all the whlte rocks are

pieces of howlite in various grades of purity. Much of it came from the shallow digging

shown here.

TICK CANYON
Continued from page 48

of long interlocking fibers which give how-
lite quite a bit of strength. It takes an
excellent polish, with John Sinkankas in
his book Gem Cutting recommending tin
oxide on felt or Linde A on leather, avoid-
ing cerium oxide and chrome oxide, which
will stain the howlite.

For lapidary uses, this last brings up
howlites particular attraction. It is quite
permeable. It will soak up liquids, which
means it should be sawed with a water-
based coolant rather than an oil-based
one. But, after you have tumbled pieces of
howlite, or made them into cabochons,
you can put these finished products into
any of a dozen shades of alcohol-based
rock dyc and add vivid colors in a few
minutes. Indeed, the colors obtained by
using the rock dye as normally diluted are
far too intense for most lapidary usc. We
are now doing the shop work on an article
on nothing but dying rocks. We'll experi-

ment with varying dilutions of the stand-
ard rock dyes, with the effects of oven-
drying the rocks to add to the porosity,
and of varying periods of time in the dyes.
We have heard that howlite soaked in Ty-
D-bolachieves a nice turquoise color. We'll
try that. How about laundry bluing? Water-
bascd dyes? We know that standard rock
dyes work on Mexican Crazy Lace Agate,
as well as howlite, but what other rocks
have the necessary microporosity as absorb
dyes? We'll try to find out, and we’ll let you
know.

This is onc of the casiest field trips in
Southern California, with a paved road to
the mine areas’ very door, and then per-
haps a hundred yards of fairly level trail to
the collecting area. There are other tailings
around for those you enjoy climbing hill-
sides and scarching less-touched sources,
but it’s not currently necessary to be a
mountain goat. Maybe in a decadc or so,
as Mr. Henry stated almost three decades
ago, but not yet; not by a long shot!

TICK CANYON HOWLITE
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